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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR EG JA OVIP (FUKUDA, TAKEO) 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA'S VISIT TO MIDDLE EAST 

REF: TOKYO 12130 

SUMMARY. JAPANESE CORRESPONDENT AND DIPLOMATS, IN DIS- 
CUSSING PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA'S FORTHCOMING VISIT, CONVEY 
IMPRESSION JAPAN IN SEARCH OF MIDDLE EAST ROLE. WHILE 
STRESSING VITAL IMPORTANCE OF MIDDLE EAST TO JAPAN, THEY 
TAKE, FOR WHATEVER PURPOSE, EXTREMELY MODEST VIEW OF 
JAPAN'S CAPABILITY TO HAVE ANY INFLUENCE ON EVENTS. WHILE 
ITS INFLUENCE COULD CERTAINLY NOT BE DECISIVE, FUKUDA 
TRIP MAY OCCUR AT A TIME WHEN ANY ADDITIONAL PRESSURE 
ON ARABS AND ISRAEL COULD BE USEFUL. WE WONDER THEREFORE 
IF THERE ANY VALUE TO U.S. SUGGESTING FUKUDA ADD ISRAEL 
TO ITINERARY TO URGE GOI, AS WELL AS ARABS, TO MOVE TOWARD 
SETTLEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON JUNE 30 POLCOUNS MET WITH MR. HIRANO, FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS CORRESPONDENT OF YOMIURI SHINBON, AND ON JULY 6 
WITH JAPANESE FIRST SECRETARY KATO. IN BOTH CASES 
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MAIN PURPOSE HAD TO DO WITH PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA’S 
SEPT. 6-12 VISIT TO EGYPT, SAUDI ARABIA. AND IRAN. 

HIRANO SAID JAPANESE HAD SUGGESTED FUKUDA STOP OFF IN 
CAIRO ON RETURN FROM ECONOMIC SUMMIT THIS MONTH, BUT 
EGYPTIANS HAD DECLINED TO SERVE AS TRANSIT POINT. THUS 
VISIT PLANNED FOR AS SOON AFTER RAMADAN HOLIDAYS, WHICH 
END SEPT. 5 OR 6, AS POSSIBLE. 
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2. KATO SAID THAT MR. CHIBA. DIRECTOR GENERAL OF MFA 
MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU, WILL BE IN CAIRO 
FOR TWO DAYS LATER THIS MONTH IN CONNECTION WITH FUKUDA 
VISIT. HE REQUESTED MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR FOR JULY 19. 
(AMBASSADOR MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE, BUT EMBASSY WILL ARRANGE 
FOR ANY BRIEFINGS MR. CHIBA MAY DESIRE.) 

3. JAPANESE ROLE. MR. HIRANO, WHO PREVIOUSLY SERVED 

AS CORRESPONDENT IN CAIRO, CONVEYED, AS DO MOST JAPANESE 
DIPLOMATS HERE, IMPRESSION THAT JAPAN IN SEARCH OF A 
ROLE IN MIDDLE EAST. THEY SPEAK ABOUT TOTAL DEPENDENCE 
ON MIDDLE EAST OIL AND VITAL IMPORTANCE OF MIDDLE EAST 
STABILITY AND THEN SHRUG THEIR SHOULDERS AND SAY JAPAN 
HAS VIRTUALLY NO CAPABILITY TO INFLUENCE SITUATION. 

4. COMMENT. WHILE IT TRUE JAPAN IS FAR AWAY, JAPANESE 
ARE GREATLY ADMIRED THROUGHOUT ARAB WORLD FOR THEIR 
DISCIPLINE, ORGANIZATIONAL ABILITY AND ECONOMIC POWER. 
RESPONSIBLE ARABS FURTHER RECOGNIZE THAT JAPANESE 
ECONOMY IS IMPORTANT TO WORLD ECONOMY AND THEREFORE TO 
ARABS. IN SHORT, EMBASSY BELIEVES JAPANESE, FOR WHATEVER 
PURPOSE, TAKE TOO MODEST A VIEW OF THEIR OWN POTENTIAL 
INFLUENCE ON MIDDLE EAST NATIONS. WHILE THEIR INFLUENCE 
COULD CERTAINLY NOT BE DECISIVE, EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS, 

AND IT OCCURS TO US THAT FUKUDA TRIP MAY OCCUR AT TIME 
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WHEN ANY ADDITIONAL PRESSURE ON ARABS AND ISRAEL FROM 
THIRD PARTY COULD BE DESIRABLE. WE WONDER, THEREFORE, 

IF THERE WOULD BE ANY VALUE IN SUGGESTING TO JAPANESE 
THAT FUKUDA ADD ISRAEL TO HIS ITINERARY IN SEPTEMBER IN 
ORDER TO URGE GOI, AS WELL AS ARABS, TO MOVE TOWARD 
SETTLEMENT. EILTS 
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